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Franklin Park Conservatory announces the 2010 Growing to Green Awards Winners

(August 18, 2010 – Columbus, OH)—The winners of the 2010 Growing to Green Awards were announced this evening during the annual Growing to Green Awards and Harvest Celebration. More than 200 local community gardeners, government officials, guests, and program supporters gathered on the ScottsMiracle-Gro Community Garden Campus for the event that recognizes community and school gardeners from the Central Ohio area. After a potluck dinner featuring fresh produce from the gardens, five awards were presented in the following categories:

· Neighborhood Improvement Project of the Year: Awarded to a park, gateway, streetscape, school, or other community beautification project that benefits the surrounding community.

Presented by First Lady Frances Strickland to:  Plant Pride on Parsons, Parson Avenue, Columbus

· Education Garden of the Year: Awarded to a school or other organization that utilizes garden projects for educational purposes.

Presented by the Hinson Family Trust to: Granville Schools Sustainability Project/Garden, Granville High School, Granville, Ohio

· Paul B. Redman Youth Leadership Award: given to an outstanding youth gardener 18 years or younger to further his/her education and interest in gardening, or to make improvements in his/her community garden. Presented by the Franklin Park Conservatory Women’s Board to: Nykkel Neeley, Stoddart Avenue Community Garden, Columbus
· Community Gardener of the Year: Awarded to an individual who is exceptionally dedicated to his/her neighborhood garden and/or the movement of community gardening in Central Ohio.

Presented by GreenScapes Landscape Company to:  Glenn Demott, Upper Arlington Lutheran Church Community Garden, Mill Run Drive, Hilliard

· Community Garden of the Year:  awarded to a neighborhood gardening project for beautification and/or food production. Presented by The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company to: Franklinton Gardens, Avondale, Park and Rich Streets, Columbus

In opening remarks, Jim King, Senior Vice President, Corporate Affairs, ScottsMiracle-Gro told the audience that “more and more people today are participating in community gardening and enjoying its benefits. ScottsMiracle-Gro is proud to support and recognize the efforts of central Ohio’s gardeners who are improving our communities and the environment through gardening.”
Growing to Green, Franklin Park Conservatory’s community gardening outreach program, provides resources for horticulture and plant selection needs, information on funding and grant opportunities. The Scotts Miracle-Gro Community Garden Academy, a four-week series of courses, helps community members begin and sustain successful gardens in their neighborhoods and at their schools or churches. It is made possible by a partnership with The Scotts Miracle Gro-Company and The Columbus Foundation. Growing to Green educates individuals about the many benefits of gardening including improved health, wellness, and nutrition; green practices, educational benefits, and neighborhood improvement. Growing to Green, with the Plant a Row for the Hungry program, also works with community gardeners to donate a portion of their harvest to local food pantries through the Plant a Row for the Hungry program. 

“Now, more than ever, the Conservatory is in a position to support the community gardening movement,” said Bruce A. Harkey, Executive Director, Franklin Park Conservatory. “With the The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company Community Garden Campus and the Chase Community Gardener Training Program, we now offer a premier facility dedicated to community gardening.” 

The campus includes the Chase Community Garden Center, the AEP Foundation Education Pavilion, a live fire cooking theater, apiary, demonstration and culinary gardens and community garden plots.

This awards ceremony would not have been possible without the generosity of Growing to Green sponsors: The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company, Abbott Fund, Chase, Medical Mutual of Ohio and Cardinal Health. Major support comes from GreenScapes Landscape Co., The Hinson Family Trust, Keefe Family Foundation, Inc, the Nancy Wolfe Lane Family Fund, and Give Back to Gro. 

This year’s Growing to Green Awards ceremony benefited from the contributions of many local groups and businesses, including Franklin Park Conservatory’s Women’s Board, City Barbeque, Oakland Nurseries, Harper Engraving and Printing, Photography by Gillilan, Rumpke, HerbalScience, and Panera Bread. These donations were made to support the important role community gardens play in making healthy, fresh food available to people in underserved areas.  

About Franklin Park Conservatory

Franklin Park Conservatory offers unique botanical collections, art exhibitions, plant shows, and educational programs for all ages. The Conservatory features a historic Victorian Palm House built in 1895 and 83,000 square feet of glasshouses, classrooms, and meeting and event spaces, situated in an 88-acre urban park minutes from downtown. Franklin Park Conservatory is the only botanical garden in the world to own a signature collection of the work of acclaimed glass artist, Dale Chihuly. A permanent installation, Light Raiment II, by internationally recognized light artist James Turrell illuminates The John F. Wolfe Palm House every evening from dusk until dawn.
The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company Community Garden Campus opened to the public in September of 2009 as a national model and a local resource for gardeners. This four-acre facility serves as living classroom for activities and programs that promote community, environmental awareness, nutrition and wellness, and the Chase Community Gardener Training Program. It also serves as the national headquarters for the American Community Gardening Association.    

