2011 ANNUALS TRIAL REPORT

By: Karin Noecker 

Display Division Manager

Franklin Park Conservatory

Evaluations:


Throughout the growing season, which began May 21st (trial plant material install), and ended September 12th, (last evaluation date) we performed evaluations on a monthly basis. FPC evaluations where myself and another Horticulturist evaluated the entries. All judging was done by using a 1-5 rating system, 1 being poor and 5 being excellent. 


The FPC evaluations focused on specific criteria such as: vegetative vigor, pest and disease resistance, flower performance, etc. 

The top performers of the FPC evaluations that scored a perfect rating all season long are as follows: 

1. Bidens ‘Sunbeam’

2. Echeveria ‘Zorro’

3. Hibiscus acetosella ‘Mahogany Splendor’

4. Coleus ‘Sultana’

5. Coleus ‘Wasabi’

6. Marigold ‘Narai Yellow’

7. Marigold ‘Narai Orange’ 
Other top performers of the FPC evaluations are as follows: All received an overall score of 4.5 or higher 

1. Torenia ‘Kauai Magenta’
2. Torenia ‘Kauai Deep Blue’

3. Verbena Suprbena Royale ‘Iced Cherry’

4. Bidens ‘Bidy Gonzales 2011’

5. Bidens ‘Bidy Gonzales Trailing’

6. Bidens ‘Bidy Gonzales Big’

7. Geranium ‘Presto Extreme Rose’
8. Pelargonium ‘Salsa Pink 50’

9. Geranium ‘Frenza Dark Red’

10. Pelargonium ‘Salsarita Dark Red’

11. Acaly ‘Tiki Lava Flow’

12. Acaly ‘Tiki Island Sunrise’

13. Acaly ‘Tiki Firestorm’

14. Lotus hybrid ‘Flashbulb’

15. Angelonia ‘Adessa Purple’

16. Angelonia ‘Adessa Pink’

17. Angelonia ‘Archangel Purple’

18. Angelonia ‘Archangel Pink’

19. Angelonia ‘Archangel White’

20. Angelonia ‘Archangel Raspberry’

21. Lantana ‘Lucky Lemon Glow’

22. Osteospermum ‘3D Silver’

23. Acaly ‘Tropical Tempest’

24. Acaly ‘Tiki Peach’

25. Petunia ‘Shock Wave Coral Crush’

26. Leycesteria  f. ‘Jealousy’

27. Ipomoea ‘Sweet Caroline Raven’

28. Ipomoea ‘Illusion Garnet Lace’

29. Marigold ‘Babuda Deep Gold’

30. Marigold ‘Babuda Yellow’

31. Marigold ‘Pagoda Yellow’

The top performers per month are as follows: All entries listed received a 5 overall rating for each indicated month. 
July: (not including varieties that scored overall a 5 rating) 
1. Verbena Superbena Royale ‘Iced Cherry’ 
2. Angelonia ‘Archangel Purple’

3. Angelonia ‘Archangel Raspberry’

4. Petunia ‘Suncatcher Pink Lemonade’

5. Marigold ‘Bali Orange’

6. Marigold ‘Bali Gold’

7. Marigold ‘Bali Yellow’

8. Marigold ‘Babuda Deep Gold’

9. Marigold ‘Babuda Yellow’

10. Marigold ‘Pagoda Yellow’

August: 
1. Torenia ‘Kauai Magenta’
2. Pelargonium ‘Salsa Pink 50’

3. Pelargonium ‘Salsarita Dark Red’

4. Acaly ‘Tiki Lava Flow’

5. Lotus hybrid ‘Flashbulb’

6. Angelonia ‘Adessa Purple’

7. Angelonia ‘Adessa Pink’

8. Angelonia ‘Archangel Pink’

9. Angelonia ‘Archangel White’

10. Osteospermum ‘3D Silver’

11. Petunia ‘Shock Wave Coral Crush’

12. Ipomoea ‘Sweet Caroline Raven’

13. Ipomoea ‘Illusion Garnet Lace’

14. Marigold ‘Bali Orange’

15. Marigold ‘Bali Gold’

16. Marigold ‘Bali Yellow’

September:

1. Torenia ‘Kauai Deep Blue’
2. Verbena ‘Aztec Burgundy’

3. Verbena Superbena ‘Royale Iced Cherry’

4. Pelargonium ‘Salsa Pink 50’

5. Pelargonium ‘Salsarita Dark Red’

6. Acaly ‘Tiki Lava Flow’

7. Acaly ‘Tiki Firestorm’

8. Lotus hybrid ‘Flashbulb’

9. Angelonia ‘Archangel Pink’

10. Angelonia ‘Archangel White’

11. Lantana ‘Lucky Lemon Grow’

12. Osteospermum ‘3D Silver’

13. Acaly ‘Tropical Tempest’

14. Acaly ‘Tiki Peach’

15. Leycesteria f. ‘Jealousy’

16. Ipomoea ‘Sweet Caroline Raven’

17. Ipomoea ‘Illusion Garnet Lace’

Plant / Garden Maintenance:


When building this trials program we wanted to treat the plants with minimal care to simulate how the average homeowner would.  Install of all trial entries occurred on May 21st, 2011.  All trial entries were fertilized one time this season with Scotts Miracle grow Shake ‘n Feed continuous release fertilizer (10-10-10). The fertilizer was applied at a rate of 1tbs. per square foot. on May 21st.  Whether by rainfall or overhead irrigation it was seen that the garden received a minimum of 1” of water per week after the 6-week establishment period after planting. See below for monthly Min / Max temperatures through the months of June, July, August and September and actual rainfall amounts. 

Month of June:
Min. Temp =53F

Max. Temp= 94F




Average Monthly Temp: 72.5 F




Actual Month rainfall: 3.03”




Normal Month total for Ohio: 4.08”

Month of July:
Min. Temp= 63 F

Max. Temp= 97 F




Average Monthly Temp: 80.2 F




Actual Month rainfall: 5.67”




Normal Month total for Ohio: 4.62”

Month of August:
Min. Temp= 55F

Max. Temp= 91 F




Average Monthly Temp: 74.5 F




Actual Month rainfall: 2.48”




Normal Month total for Ohio: 3.72”

Month of Sept.
Min. Temp= 44 F

Max. Temp= 97 F




Average Monthly Temp: 65.6 F




Actual Month rainfall: 6.55”




Normal Month total for Ohio: 2.77”
2012 Trials:


By now you all should have received our invitation to participate in our Annual, Perennial and Vegetable Trials for next year. If you have not please contact me at knoecker@fpconservatory.org or 614-645-1536. I hope that the information that we provided to you is helpful and I can assure you it is very accurate. A CD with all of the monthly pictures of the entries is available if interested, contact me if you would like for me to send one to you.


If there is result information that we did not include and would be beneficial to you please let me know so we can include those details in next year’s evaluations. 
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