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Franklin Park Conservatory places signature Chihuly Collection 
on view along with new work 
Opening July 4, 2009, Chihuly Reimagined features new three new installations not seen before in Columbus
(June 12, 2009 – Columbus, Ohio) –Represented by thousands of individually blown elements, Franklin Park Conservatory’s signature collection of renowned Dale Chihuly artworks will be showcased -- along with new work -- in an exhibition titled, Chihuly Reimagined.
After the successful and popular exhibition Chihuly at the Conservatory in 2003 and 2004, a group of local donors, acquired most of the glass artworks in the exhibition for the Conservatory. With this gift, Franklin Park Conservatory became the only botanical garden and one of few cultural institutions in the world to permanently house a signature collection of Dale Chihuly’s work.

“Chihuly Reimagined, presented by The Davis Foundation, puts this significant collection fully on view once again,” said Executive Director Bruce A. Harkey “along with exciting new installations, indoors and out of doors, and never before seen in Columbus.”  While a few installations will be familiar to visitors who experienced Chihuly at the Conservatory in 2003 and 2004, most are being presented in new locations or in different configurations. “The juxtaposition of the color and form of the artwork, in tandem with plant species from around the world, allows both to be seen in new ways,” Harkey said.  Chihuly Reimagined will be on view through March 28, 2010.
The Conservatory’s natural light and botanical collections provide the perfect backdrop for Chihuly’s colorful, dynamic glass creations. Visitors are encouraged to view Chihuly’s pieces under natural daylight and again in the evening, as the experience takes on a completely different feel. The same will be true as the seasons change and the interior landscape of the Conservatory transforms to include seasonal plants along with concurrent exhibitions Holidays at the Conservatory; The Orchid Forest in January and February, 2010; and Blooms & Butterflies in March of 2010. 
Related events and activities during Chihuly Reimagined include:

· Family Fun Saturdays, held at 11 a.m. on the second Saturday of each month offer activities and crafts inspired by the artist Dale Chihuly’s work 
· Monthly art talks in the Chihuly Resource Center on the art and life of Dale Chihuly.
· School field trip programs and adult group tours 
· Fine Art classes in watercolor, photography, and glass tile mosaic 
· Botanica, the Conservatory gift shop and greenhouse, offers Chihuly Limited Studio Edition glass pieces, note card sets, books, calendars, and other gifts for the home
· Opening on August 15, and housed in a new outdoor glassblowing pavilion, a working Hot Shop will feature daily demonstrations by local, professional gaffers – master glass blowers – as they gather molten glass and transform it into a finished piece of blow glass artwork. Every step of the process will be described in lively and informative 25-minute sessions, giving visitors an up-close look at the process behind hand blown glass.

Weekly “no-experience-necessary” workshops will be offered at the Hot Shop on Thursday evenings beginning on August 20. A ten-week introductory glassblowing class is also available. 

Glass pieces produced in the Franklin Park Conservatory Hot Shop will be available for sale at Botanica, and the Hot Shop will be available for special event rental.

Hot Shop Operating Hours:

Monday-Friday, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

Wednesday, 5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Saturday and Sunday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m 

Demonstrations begin every half hour 

The Hot Shop experience is included in the Conservatory’s general admission price.

Chihuly Reimagined is presented by the William H. Davis, Dorothy M. Davis and William C. Davis Foundation. Lead support comes from James J. Conn, J.D. & Virginia Starbuck Conn, Paul & Ruth Fetzer, and Charlotte R. Haller funds of The Columbus Foundation and WBNS-10TV.  Major support is provided by The Columbus, A Renaissance Hotel, The Columbus Dispatch, Honda of America Mfg., Inc., Dawson R. Kellogg of O.M.G. Glass, LLC, Ohio Arts Council, Wolfe Associates, Inc., and Greater Columbus Arts Council. Additional support: Annie’s Fund for the Creative Arts, Puffin Foundation, Fifth Third Bank, and Pricewaterhouse Coopers, LLP.

Chihuly in Columbus
Chihuly Reimagined is an anchor for a Columbus-wide celebration, Chihuly in Columbus, which includes an exhibition at the Columbus Museum of Art, Chihuly Illuminated, opening September 25, 2009 and on view through July 4, 2010. 
About Dale Chihuly

Born in 1941 in Tacoma, Washington, Dale Chihuly was introduced to glass while studying interior design at the University of Washington. After graduating in 1965, Chihuly enrolled in the first glass program in the country, at the University of Wisconsin. He continued his studies at the Rhode Island School of Design (RISD), where he later established the glass program and taught for over a decade.

In 1968, Chihuly was awarded a Fulbright Fellowship to work at the Venini factory in Venice, Italy. While in Venice, Chihuly observed the team approach to blowing glass, which is critical to the way he works today. In 1971, Chihuly cofounded Pilchuck Glass School in Washington. With this international glass center, Chihuly has led the avant-garde in the development of glass as a fine art. 

His work is included in over two hundred museum collections worldwide. He has been the recipient of many awards, including eight honorary doctorates and two fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts.

Chihuly has created many well-known series of works, among them the Baskets, Persians, and Seaforms, but he is also celebrated for large architectural installations. In 1995, he embarked on the international project, Chihuly Over Venice, which involved working in glass factories in Finland, Ireland, and Mexico, with the resultant sculptures installed over the canals and piazze of Venice. 

In 1999, Chihuly mounted his most challenging exhibition, Chihuly in the Light of Jerusalem; more than one million visitors attended the Tower of David Museum to view his installations. In 2001, the Victoria and Albert Museum in London curated the exhibition Chihuly at the V&A. The Chihuly Bridge of Glass in Tacoma, Washington, was dedicated in 2002. Chihuly’s lifelong affinity for glasshouses has grown into a series of exhibitions within botanical settings. His garden exhibition was first presented in 2001 at the Garfield Park Conservatory in Chicago. In 2005, Chihuly exhibited at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, near London, and at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden in Coral Gables, Florida in both 2006 and 2007. His most ambitious exhibition to date opened at the de Young Museum in San Francisco in June, 2008.

Note: High-resolutions photos of Chihuly’s artwork are available upon request. 
###

About Franklin Park Conservatory

Franklin Park Conservatory offers unique botanical collections, art exhibitions, plant shows, and educational programs for all ages. The Conservatory features a historic Victorian Palm House built in 1895 and 83,000 square feet of glasshouses, classrooms, and meeting and event spaces, situated in an 88-acre urban park minutes from downtown. Franklin Park Conservatory is the only botanical garden in the world to own a signature collection of the work of acclaimed glass artist, Dale Chihuly. A permanent installation, Light Raiment II, by internationally acclaimed light artist James Turrell illuminates The John F. Wolfe Palm House every evening from dusk until dawn. 

Franklin Park Conservatory is located at 1777 E. Broad St., Columbus, Ohio, 43203. Effective July 1, the Conservatory is open daily from, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Wednesday, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. Admission rates effective July 1 are $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and students, and $5 for children ages 3-17. Members and children under 2 are free. All exhibitions are included in the general admission price. For more information, visit the Conservatory's website at www.fpconservatory.org. 

