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Franklin Park Conservatory holds its first annual stakeholders meeting themed as “Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow”

APRIL 13, 2010 - Franklin Park Conservatory Board President Karen A. Fiorile and Executive Director Bruce A. Harkey presented “Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow” to more than 100 donors, members, trustees, community members and public officials. Financial outcomes and accomplishments of 2008 and 2009 were reviewed and the current state of the Conservatory and its vision for the future were presented.  
President Fiorile thanked public and private partners and donors for continuing support of the Conservatory “as your families and businesses navigate through these challenging economic waters. Your investment in Franklin Park Conservatory has been used to its best advantage.”

Executive Director Harkey cited these accomplishments from 2008 and 2009:
· additions to the John F. Wolfe Palm House, new event space, rooftop gardens, and a Brides Garden. Included in the first phase of the Master Plan was the lighting installation by artist James Turrell that illuminates the John F. Wolfe Palm House every evening. The project was dedicated on August 8, 2008 and garnered the 2009 EXPY award from Experience Columbus. 
· the completion of the four-acre Scotts Miracle-Gro Community Garden Campus in the southeast corner of Franklin Park, the second project of the first phase of the Master Plan. It is now entering its first full growing season after being dedicated on September 9, 2009.
· implementation of a restructuring plan that reduced the Conservatory’s operating budget by 10% and a strategic partnership with CAPA to provide accounting, IT and payroll services; 
· the successful opening of the exhibition Chihuly Reimagined, featuring the Conservatory’s signature collection of Dale Chihuly’s glass artwork along with new installations,  planned in partnership with Chihuly Illuminated at the Columbus Museum of Art;
· the September 2009 debut of From Field to Table,  a new fall fundraiser presented by the Conservatory’s Women’s Board that included a sold-out al fresco dinner for over 500 guests and a weekend of activities showcasing the newly opened Scotts Miracle-Gro Community Garden Campus.

· receiving the 2009 Columbus Foundation award for outstanding non-profit organization

-more-

Diana Ferguson from CAPA reviewed the Conservatory’s 2008 and 2009 operating budget, as well as the current year’s projections, pointing out that both years closed with a small surplus and increased earned revenue.
In presenting the current state of the Conservatory, Harkey cited the development of a three year strategic plan and outlined six major strategies to be implemented. He introduced the Conservatory’s leadership team, which was recently realigned into business, cross-functional, and consulting units. He characterized the team as “looking young, but bringing “218 years of combined professional experience” to the Conservatory. Adding that he had confidence in this new structure, Harkey said “this team will provide efficiency and effectiveness and move us in exciting new directions and continued earned revenue growth.”
In looking ahead, Harkey described the upcoming exhibition, Savage Gardens, “as an amazing horticultural display of carnivorous plants along with four locally-produced larger-than- life sculptures,” commissioned artworks, juried art, a cartoon display, and related programs. He announced that 12 installations from the Chihuly Reimagined exhibition, which closed on March 28, will remain on long-term display. 

He outlined plans for the Conservatory’s long-term future including the completion of all three phases of the Conservatory’s Master Plan by the year 2020, a year that marks the 125th anniversary of the John F. Wolfe Palm House.  He told the audience, “You can expect that each of these Master Plan projects will have a significant effect on the community and the Conservatory.” Projects described within the plan included changes to the visitor entrance and the Grand Atrium, the addition of an education wing, and improving the park for the community’s use and for public events such as the Juneteenth Celebration and the Asian Festival.

Acknowledging the support of those in the audience, Harkey said in closing, “Fiscal sustainability will always be a priority for Franklin Park Conservatory and our tomorrows are bright.”
###

About Franklin Park Conservatory

Franklin Park Conservatory offers unique botanical collections, art exhibitions, plant shows, and educational programs for all ages. The Conservatory features the historic John F. Wolfe Palm House built in 1895 and 83,000 square feet of glasshouses, classrooms, and meeting and event spaces, situated in an 88-acre urban park minutes from downtown. Franklin Park Conservatory is the only botanical garden in the world to own a signature collection of the work of acclaimed glass artist, Dale Chihuly. A permanent installation, Light Raiment II, by internationally acclaimed light artist James Turrell illuminates The John F. Wolfe Palm House every evening from dusk until dawn. In September, 2009, The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company Community Garden Campus opened to the public as a national model and a local resource for gardeners. This four-acre facility serves as living classroom for programs and activities that promote community, environmental awareness, nutrition and wellness, and the Chase Community Gardener Training Program. It also serves as the national headquarters for the American Community Garden Association.    
Franklin Park Conservatory is located at 1777 E. Broad St., Columbus, Ohio, 43203. The Conservatory is open daily from, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Wednesday, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. Admission rates are $11 for adults, $9 for seniors and students, and $6 for children ages 3-17. Members and children under 2 are free. All exhibitions are included in the general admission price. For more information, visit the Conservatory's website at www.fpconservatory.org. 

