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Franklin Park Conservatory Announces Leadership Team Transition
Longtime Vice President of Development Beth Fisher will transition her responsibilities over the next 16 months
(November 24, 2009 – Columbus, Ohio) – For Franklin Park Conservatory Vice President of Development Beth Fisher, the past seven years have been a sprint that started with the successful Chihuly exhibition and is ending with the completion of a $23 million capital campaign. Now, in a pause between major initiatives, Fisher has decided to move toward retirement. A local and regional candidate search for a new Development Director will begin immediately.

Fisher, who has headed the Conservatory’s fundraising operations since January 2003, will take on the part-time role of Development Strategy Advisor beginning in January 2010 until early 2011. In this new role, she will work closely with Bruce A. Harkey, Executive Director of Franklin Park Conservatory, and a new Development Director to close out the Conservatory’s recently completed capital campaign, help shape the strategy for financial sustainability, and strategize for Phase II of the Conservatory’s three-phase Master Plan.

“With the completion of two major construction projects from Phase I of the Master Plan, the Turrell lighting installation in the historic John F. Wolfe Palm House, and the capital campaign that made it possible, we can take a breath and regroup before beginning the next major initiatives in our long-term strategic plan,” Fisher said. “This is the right time to pass the baton to someone who will run the next leg of the relay.” 

The Conservatory has made great strides under Fisher’s development leadership. 

“It has been my honor to work with Beth Fisher, a remarkable community leader, whose professional expertise, limitless energy and creative spirit has transformed the Conservatory at this pivotal moment in our history.” said Harkey. “Beth’s work has helped put the Conservatory on a path toward financial sustainability.”  We will continue our focus on revenue growth and operational efficiency balanced with our horticultural and educational mission.”

Most notably, Fisher led the Conservatory’s first ever capital campaign, raising over $23 million and exceeding the campaign goal.

The campaign made possible several additions that will help move the Conservatory along the path to financial sustainability while advancing its mission, including the addition of revenue-generating event spaces to the John F. Wolfe Palm House, and the dedication of the four-acre ScottsMiracle-Gro Company Community Garden Campus. 

Fisher conceived of and raised the money for the commission of a permanent light installation by artist James Turrell, illuminating the historic glass John F. Wolfe Palm House. The installation was made possible through a $1 million gift from Limited Brands Foundation.

Fisher’s work contributed to the Conservatory’s receiving the 2009 Columbus Foundation Award that recognizes one non-profit organization that has made a difference in our community.

Fisher also was deeply involved in bringing in a world-class exhibition of renowned glass artist Dale Chihuly and securing the acquisition of the collection in 2004. During Fisher’s tenure, the Conservatory increased revenue by more than 60 percent and doubled membership. 

Fisher has more than two decades of experience in public relations, marketing and communications on a statewide level, including communications management on national and international projects. Before coming to the Conservatory, she worked as the Director of Development for the Wexner Center for the Arts. Fisher began her career with a long tenure at the Ohio Arts Council. 

In addition to her work in marketing, communications and fundraising, Fisher has been deeply involved in city development issues, serving nine years on the Columbus Historic Resources Commission, the Downtown Streetscape Advisory committee, the Downtown Zoning Working Group, the Downtown Parking Taskforce, and on the  board of the Columbus Landmarks Foundation. 

Note: A high-resolution photo of Fisher is available upon request. 

###

About Franklin Park Conservatory

Franklin Park Conservatory offers unique botanical collections, art exhibitions, plant shows, and educational programs for all ages. The Conservatory features a historic Victorian Palm House built in 1895 and 83,000 square feet of glasshouses, classrooms, and meeting and event spaces, situated in an 88-acre urban park minutes from downtown. Franklin Park Conservatory is the only botanical garden in the world to own a signature collection of the work of acclaimed glass artist, Dale Chihuly. A permanent installation, Light Raiment II, by internationally acclaimed light artist James Turrell illuminates The John F. Wolfe Palm House every evening from dusk until dawn. 

Franklin Park Conservatory is located at 1777 E. Broad St., Columbus, Ohio, 43203. The Conservatory is open daily from, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Wednesday, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. Admission rates effective July 1 are $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and students, and $5 for children ages 3-17. Members and children under 2 are free. All exhibitions are included in the general admission price. For more information, visit the Conservatory's website at www.fpconservatory.org. 

