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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 6, 2009
Media Contact: Lori Kingston

614.645.5892

lkingston@fpconservatory.org

Website: www.fpconservatory.org 
The following exhibitions and events will take place at Franklin Park Conservatory through June. Please refer to www.fpconservatory.org for additional details. Photos are available upon request.

Exhibitions and related programs
Blooms & Butterflies 2009

Now on view through September 7, 2009

Central Ohio’s annual rite of spring! Experience the emergence of exotic butterflies and see them in flight amidst tropical blooming foliage. Daily butterfly releases, led by Conservatory staff members, occur daily at 1 and 3 p.m. Visitors can watch the same metamorphosis at home with Painted Lady Butterfly larva available for purchase from Botanica, the Conservatory’s gift shop and greenhouse.
Sponsored by Giant Eagle and Cardinal Health. 

On June 13, a monarch garden will be unveiled just outside of the Conservatory. Interpretative signage will explain how to attract monarchs to home gardens and illustrate the monarch’s lifecycle.  In September, visitors may participate in a monarch tagging project that will track the monarch’s fall migration to Mexico.

Blooms & Butterflies related events and activities:

Adopt-a-Butterfly, Saturday, May 9

10 a.m. – Noon     Cost: $5 per butterfly plus admission

Advance registration is required by April 24. Phone 614.645-5863.
Adopt one of the Conservatory’s newly emerged tropical butterflies and take it into the Pacific Island Water Garden where a Conservatory guide will show you how to release it.  See your butterfly take flight and feed on nectar for the first time.

Ohio’s Native Butterflies, Saturday, May 30

2 – 3 p.m.  Cost: Free with Conservatory admission

Learn of the wide diversity and habitats of Ohio’s native butterflies in this talk by David Parshall, Past president of Ohio Lepidopterists Society and 

Adopt-A-Monarch, Saturday, June 13

10 a.m. – Noon    Cost: $5 plus admission

Adopt one of the Conservatory’s monarch butterflies and release it into the new monarch habitat. Register in advance by May 29 by calling 614-645-5863.

Partners in Life & Art

Still life paintings by Paul Hamilton and headpieces by Amy Hamilton

April 8 – May 31, 2009

This exhibition in the Conservatory’s Atrium Gallery features the work of Granville-based, husband and wife artists Paul and Amy Hamilton. Paul is well known for his exquisite landscape paintings, while Amy founded the Granville Millinery Company, designing and hand-making headpieces. Amy’s work has been seen in the stands at the Kentucky Derby and on the pages of Italian Vogue and “O” The Oprah Magazine. Paul has been featured in solo exhibitions at Findlay Galleries in New York, and he is represented by Hammond Harkins Galleries of Bexley. In this exhibition, Paul shifts his focus to still life studies based on elements of Amy’s individual headpieces.  
This exhibition is on view in the Conservatory’s Atrium Gallery in collaboration with Hammond Harkins Galleries of Bexley.
Chihuly Reimagined

July 4, 2009 – March 28, 2010

The Conservatory’s signature collection of Dale Chihuly artworks will be returned to full exhibition along with new installations from Chihuly Studios. Nearly 3,000 individual blown glass pieces in vibrant colors and shapes will be placed among the Conservatory’s plant collections and in areas throughout the facility. Related programs and interactive glass experiences will be offered during the exhibition. Beginning August 15, a working Hot Shop will provide an up-close opportunity to see glass being made. Gaffers will demonstrate the process from molten glass to finished work. Chihuly Reimagined is an anchor for a Columbus-wide celebration, Chihuly in Columbus, which also includes Chihuly Illuminated at the Columbus Museum of Art opening in September. Visit www.fpconservatory.org for more details in the coming weeks. Chihuly Reimagined is presented by the Davis Foundation.
Permanent Installations
Light Raiment II, 2008

Internationally renowned light artist James Turrell’s LED installation illuminates the John F. Wolfe Palm House every night from dusk until dawn. More than 7,000 individually programmed bulbs accent the architecture of this historic building in a program of evolving hues. Made possible by a gift from LimitedBrands foundation. 
Chihuly Collection
Four large installations are currently on view at Franklin Park Conservatory including two large chandeliers in the John F. Wolfe Palm House; Sunset Tower, containing more than 600 individual pieces of glass, and Najiima Floats, located in the Pacific Island Water Garden. Persian Ceiling connects the Grand Atrium and the Show House.  The Chihuly Resource Center, open on Wednesday evenings, weekends, and by appointment screens videos about Chihuly’s work, houses catalogs and publications, and offers short interpretive programs. 
Family Events

Family Fun Second Saturdays

Ages 5 & up with accompanying adult. Free with admission to Conservatory.
Programs begin at 11 a.m., and include a craft or performance related to the Conservatory’s exhibitions or collections.

April 11: Discover “Flower Power” by exploring different flower shapes, scents and colors, and then create flowers of your own.
May 9: Stop by the craft table to decorate a flower pot. Then visit the Conservatory’s Spring Plant Sale to find the perfect plant to fill it.

June 13: Visit the outdoor monarch garden and make a caterpillar and a butterfly to take home
Educational Programs

Garden Workshops
These 60 to 90 minutes classes are held on Saturdays and are designed for the time-limited home gardener. 

Cost: $15 per session. Advance registration requested: 614-645-5863.

April 18, 10 a.m.: Starting Your Veggie Garden

April 25, 11 a.m.: Gardening with Native Plants

May 2, 1:30 p.m.: Container Gardening for Urban Living

May 16, 2 p.m.: Wildlife Gardening

June 13, 10:30 a.m.: Integrated Pest Management for Gardeners

June 27, 10 a.m.: Composting 101

July 18, 10:30 a.m.: Wise Water Use in Your Garden
Summer Camp for children ages 4 – 13

First weekly session begins June 22 and last session concludes on July 24, 2009. Morning, Afternoon, and full day options are available. Topics include: Flora Explorer, Fairy Tales and Folklore, Garden Art, Fine Art, Garden Gourmet, Piratepalooza and Bugs, Bats and Butterflies. Visit www.fpconservatory.org/programcamp.htm for details and a downloadable registration form. Deadline to register is June 1.
Programs for adults
Various offerings include fine art classes, wellness programs, lectures, workshops and on-site tours and talks. Visit www.fpconservatory.org/programsnclasses.htm for details.

Special Events
Earth Week
April 17 – 24, 2009

A week of activities celebrating Earth Week begins on April 17 with the awarding of GreenSpot status to the Conservatory by the City of Columbus. Other activities include an interactive recycling project, a Green Information Station, and a film screening.  The week’s activities culminate with the planting of a Tupelo tree in Franklin Park on Arbor Day, April 24, at 11:30 a.m. www.fpconservatory.org/earthweek.html
Cocktails at the Conservatory 
Every Thursday evening – 5:30 until 10 p.m.

This casual, after-work social event features  themed cocktails paired with a seasonal plant, along with a full bar, small plate hors d’oeuvres, and music in the John F. Wolfe Palm House. This after-work, casual social event moves to the Conservatory’s rooftop gardens in May for a unique, al fresco evening with friends and colleagues; rain site is the Palm House. Parking is free and there is no cover charge. 21 and over. Sponsored by CD101 and Columbus Alive.
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Tulips and Juleps
May 7, 14, 21, 28: Lilacs and Lemondrops
June 4, 11, 18, 25: Marigolds and Mai Tais
Hat Day
Friday, May 1, 2009: 11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Now a springtime tradition in Columbus, the ninth annual Hat Day luncheon takes place under a marquee tent in the Conservatory’s Botanical Gardens. 

Funds raised support the Conservatory’s horticulture and education programs. Single tickets and tables can be purchased by calling 614-645-5569.
Spring Plant Sale

Members-Presale: Friday, May 8

Public sale: Saturday and Sunday, May 8 & 9: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
This annual weekend sale not only features a wide selection of plants, but provides planned gardens, containers, sun and shade collections, tropicals, and on-the-spot advice from the Conservatory’s horticulturists.  This year’s sale also includes garden accessory and craft vendors. Proceeds from the sale benefit the Conservatory’s horticulture and education programs.  Visit www.fpconservatory.org/plantsale.htm for sale details and a list of available plants. 

Tastings on the Terrace

Thursday, June 4, 6:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Participants enjoy delicious hors d’oeuvres, sample fine scotches, and indulge in signature cocktails in the spectacular setting of the Conservatory’s West Terrace and botanical gardens in full bloom. Attendees will have the opportunity to learn more about select scotches and bourbons from Master of Whiskey, Cheryl Alagna. Proceeds from this fundraising event benefit the Conservatory’s horticulture programs, outdoor gardens, and the surrounding park. For ticket or sponsor information, phone 614-645-5569. 
Plant Society Shows and Sales

Central Ohio Daffodil Society Show 

April 18 – 19; 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Columbus African Violet Society Show and Sale 

April 25 - 26; 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Central Ohio Cactus & Succulent Society Show and Sale

May 2 – 3; 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

About Franklin Park Conservatory
Franklin Park Conservatory offers unique botanical collections, art exhibitions, plant shows, and educational programs for all ages. The Conservatory features an historic Victorian Palm House built in 1895 and 83,000 square feet of glasshouses and classrooms situated in an 88-acre urban park minutes from downtown. It is the only botanical garden in the world to own a signature collection of work by acclaimed glass artist Dale Chihuly and a permanent light installation by world-renowned artist James Turrell.

Franklin Park Conservatory is located at 1777 E. Broad St., Columbus, Ohio, 43203 and is open Tuesday – Sunday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. and Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. Open on holiday Mondays. Admission is $7.50 for adults, $6.00 for seniors and students, and $4.00 for children 2-12. Members and children under 2 are free. 
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