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Conservatory’s Hat Day Fundraiser Honors

Doug and Beth Morgan as recipients of 6th Annual Ann Isaly Wolfe Award

(May 1, 2009 - Columbus, Ohio) Approximately 550 guests gathered under a grand marquee in the midst of Franklin Park’s gardens to take part in the ninth annual Les Chapeaux Dans le Jardin (Hat Day) luncheon. 

The event, chaired by Debra Penzone, raised more than $220,000 to benefit the Conservatory’s horticulture programs and its community gardening program, Growing to Green. Guests enjoyed an afternoon of fine cuisine, spring fashions and the surprise presentation of the 6th annual Ann Isaly Wolfe Award, given to community leaders and conservatory champions, Doug and Beth Morgan. 

“This year’s recipients have been part of the Conservatory family for many years,” said Bruce A. Harkey, Executive Director of Franklin Park Conservatory. Through their efforts they have permanently put in place “the roll-up-your-sleeves, all hands-on-deck” philosophy that empowers the Conservatory’s continued growth, enabling us to better serve our Columbus community,” Harkey stated.

“Franklin Park Conservatory is very special to us and the community,” said Doug Morgan. “It grabs you by the lapels and the heart and doesn’t let you go. This is a new day for the Conservatory and we are thankful for all the support.” 

As a member of the Board of Trustees beginning in 1992, Doug Morgan’s inspired ideas and creative energy helped lead to the introduction of the annual, highly attended Blooms and Butterflies exhibition, a moment that represented a turning point in the Conservatory’s history, one that ensured the future sustainability of the organization.

Beth has been a part of the Conservatory’s Women’s Board since 1998, holding defining leadership roles over the years. In 2008, she co-chaired the Conservatory’s annual fund campaign. Now she is taking on the role of Project Chair to help the Conservatory present a new fundraising event this fall. 

Created in 2004, the Ann Isaly Wolfe Award recognizes individuals who or organizations that, through their enduring service, leadership, and financial support, have enabled the Conservatory to take its place among the leading cultural institutions in Columbus. Given each year in honor of its first recipient, the announcement is made at Hat Day where the honoree receives a limited edition photographic print of the historic Palm House, created by Columbus artist Ric Petry.

Past Ann Isaly Wolfe Award winners include:

2008
Pamela Farber Thomas

2007
Mo Meuse

2006
William H. Davis, Dorothy M. Davis and William C. Davis Foundation, and Bill and Jackie Wells

Paul B. Redman

2005
Cherie Lucks

2004   Ann Isaly Wolfe

Editor’s Note: High resolution photos are available at http://www.fpconservatory.org/media.htm

Photo Captions: 

5.1.9.1 - Bruce A. Harkey, Executive Director of Franklin Park Conservatory with Janelle Simmons, Director of Community Relations for Limited Brands Inc.
 

5.1.9.2 - Hat Day emcee Andrea Cambern with 2009 event chair Debra Penzone.
 

5.1.9.3 - Ann Isaly Wolfe award recipients Doug and Beth Morgan.

About Growing to Green

Growing to Green is dedicated to promoting and providing resources for community gardening and city beautification. Active since March of 2000, it has become Columbus’ largest organized effort committed to serving the community gardening needs of central Ohio. Growing to Green works with community groups and has been a resource for 120 community gardens and greening projects serving inner city neighborhoods and schools, youth at risk, and recreation and neighborhood centers. While most are community gardens, others are school gardens, memorial gardens and neighborhood beautification projects. Growing to Green initiatives have expanded to reach local immigrant populations and individuals with disabilities.

About Franklin Park Conservatory

Franklin Park Conservatory offers unique botanical collections, art exhibitions, plant shows, and educational programs for all ages. The Conservatory features a historic Victorian Palm House built in 1895 and 83,000 square feet of glasshouses, classrooms, and meeting and event spaces, situated in an 88-acre urban park minutes from downtown. A new four-acre Community Garden Campus is currently under construction and is set to open in September, 2009. Franklin Park Conservatory is the only botanical garden in the world to own a signature collection of the work of acclaimed glass artist, Dale Chihuly. A permanent installation, Light Raiment II, by internationally acclaimed light artist James Turrell illuminates The John F. Wolfe Palm House every evening from dusk until dawn. 

 

Franklin Park Conservatory is located at 1777 E. Broad St., Columbus, Ohio, 43203 and is open Tuesday - Sunday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Wednesday, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. Admission is $7.50 for adults, $6.00 for seniors and students, and $4.00 for children 2-12. Members and children under 2 are free. All exhibitions are included in the general admission price. For more information, visit the Conservatory's Web site at www.fpconservatory.org.
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