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Franklin Park Conservatory’s Annual Hat Day Event raised more than $250,000
Paige Crane honored as recipient of 8th annual Ann Isaly Wolfe Award

(May 6, 2011 - Columbus, Ohio) Over 600 guests sporting spring fashions and hats, gathered this afternoon under a grand marquee in the Franklin Park Conservatory’s gardens for the 11th annual Les Chapeaux Dans le Jardin (Hat Day) luncheon.  One of Columbus’ premier social traditions, Hat Day has been an important fundraising event for Franklin Park Conservatory since its inception in 2001. 
“In its eleven year history, Hat Day has raised more than $2 million to benefit the Conservatory’s ever-growing horticulture and community gardening programs,” said  Bruce A. Harkey, Executive Director of Franklin Park Conservatory in welcoming Hat Day guests. “Since the Growing to Green community gardening program began in 2000, it has been a resource for more than 170 community and school gardens throughout Columbus,” he continued. “Its impact in our community continues to grow through expanded outreach programs and new course offerings.”
Alexis Jacobs, Hat Day 2011 Chairperson, thanked guests for their support, stating “The most important thing about today is that we not only were able to enjoy time with our friends, but that the funds raised today will enable the Conservatory to provide many education and horticulture opportunities tomorrow.” 
Andrea Cambern, WBNS 10TV news anchor, served as emcee for the event which included luncheon cuisine by Chef Hartmut Handke. Community leaders and local celebrities, whose appearance is held secret until the show begins, served as models in a fashion show of spring and summer collections from Saks Fifth Avenue. Models included:
Charlie and Shannon Dankworth

Jon Darusch

Jay Dingeldy

Bill Gerhardt and Kathy Hill 

Steve Germain 
Jessica Germain

Denny Griffith and Beth Fisher

Archie and Bonita Griffith

Chef Hartmut Handke
Bill and Sandy Heifner

Stephanie Hightower

Charla Lane

Andy and Toby Livingston

Lisa Robinson

Gene Smith

Keith and Regina Whann

Rita Wolfe

Katie Wolfe Lloyd and son Jack
A live auction drew enthusiastic bidding and featured a painting by George Acock and a Tiffany and Co. necklace.

The luncheon culminated with the presentation of the 8th annual Ann Isaly Wolfe Award, created in 2004 to recognize individuals or organizations that provide longtime leadership, service, or financial support to Franklin Park Conservatory. Given each year in honor of its first recipient, the surprise announcement is made at Hat Day where the honoree receives a limited edition photographic print of the historic John F. Wolfe Palm House, created by Columbus artist Ric Petry. The 2011 award was presented to Paige Crane.
Crane’s commitment to the conservatory encompasses fundraising events, the recently completed capital campaign and multiple garden projects. ‘She has been a supporter of the Conservatory since 1989 ” said Bruce A. Harkey, Executive Director of Franklin Park Conservatory. “The Conservatory is indeed grateful to have the support and dedication of this sought after community volunteer for the past 22 years, and looks forward to our continuing association.” 
Past Ann Isaly Wolfe Award winners include:

2010
Barbara Trueman

2009
Beth and Doug Morgan
2008
Pamela Farber Thomas

2007
Mo Meuse

2006
William H. Davis, Dorothy M. Davis and William C. Davis Foundation, and Bill and Jackie Wells


Paul B. Redman

2005
Cherie Lucks

2004 
Ann Isaly Wolfe
Hat Day continued well into the afternoon with an after party on the West Terrace, featuring cocktails and hors d’oeuvres by Conservatory Catering. 
Note:  High resolution photos are available at http://www.fpconservatory.org/media.htm 
About Growing to Green

Growing to Green is dedicated to promoting and providing resources for community gardening and city beautification. Active since March of 2000, it has become Columbus’ largest organized effort committed to serving the community gardening needs of central Ohio. Growing to Green works with community groups and has been a resource for over  200 community gardens and greening projects serving inner city neighborhoods and schools, youth at risk, and recreation and neighborhood centers. While most are community gardens, others are school gardens, memorial gardens and neighborhood beautification projects. Growing to Green initiatives have expanded to reach local immigrant populations and individuals with disabilities.

About Franklin Park Conservatory

Franklin Park Conservatory offers unique botanical collections, art exhibitions, plant shows, and educational programs for all ages. The Conservatory encompasses the John F. Wolfe Palm House, built in 1895, and 83,000 square feet of glasshouses, classrooms, and meeting and event spaces, situated in an 88-acre urban park minutes from downtown. Franklin Park Conservatory is the only botanical garden in the world to own a signature collection of the work of acclaimed glass artist, Dale Chihuly. A permanent installation, Light Raiment II, by internationally acclaimed light artist James Turrell illuminates The John F. Wolfe Palm House every evening from dusk until dawn.

In September, 2009, The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company Community Garden Campus opened to the public as a national model and a local resource for gardeners. This four-acre facility serves as living classroom for programs and activities that promote community, environmental awareness, nutrition and wellness, and offers the Chase Community Gardener Training Program. It also serves as the national headquarters for the American Community Garden Association.    
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