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BACK FOR ITS 18TH SEASON!
Blooms & Butterflies Opens Saturday March 19, 2011

Spring has returned with the opening of Franklin Park Conservatory’s most popular exhibition. Amidst a showcase of tropical flowers and foliage, the annual Blooms & Butterflies transforms the Conservatory into an enchanting butterfly haven as all ages get an up-close look at a fascinating species. 

Hundreds of chrysalis of more than 100 species from around the world arrive at the Conservatory throughout the exhibition. Every day, dozens complete the metamorphosis into butterflies right before visitors’ eyes. Newly emerged butterflies are released into the Pacific Island Water Garden at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. with a short presentation by a Conservatory staff member. Tropical blooms on display provide a necessary nectar source for the butterflies while creating a vivid backdrop for the exhibition. 
Related programs and activities are scheduled throughout the exhibition. The Butterfly Discovery Center including hands-on activities provides an interactive learning opportunity in the Conservatory’s Palm House gallery.
Various artwork from Columbus artists Julie McLemore, Daniel Schreiber and Caleb Mroczka remains on view in the Atrium Gallery through April 3 as part of the Orchid Forest exhibition. Art created in Franklin Park Conservatory’s watercolor and photography classes is displayed beginning April 9. 

Ohio native Painted Lady caterpillars are available in Botanica, the Conservatory’s gift shop and greenhouse, for visitors to experience the metamorphosis at home. Painted Lady butterflies can be released into yards, gardens, and parks to continue the life cycle.

Blooms & Butterflies continues at Franklin Park Conservatory through September 11, 2011. During the summer months, the exhibition is extended into the Conservatory’s ScottsMiracle-Gro Community Garden Campus with a focus on native butterflies. Visitors are invited to stroll through the pollinator’s garden which draws native butterflies and migrating monarchs. Emerging monarchs are released daily at 3 p.m. and related educational and interpretative programming is planned.

Group Rates
Discounted rates and guided tours of Blooms & Butterflies are available for groups of ten or more. Advance registration is required for guided tours. For more information about group tours, call 614.645.5923.

Images available upon request.

Related Programming: 

Opening Day Celebration

Saturday, March 19, 2011

Members Fly First
9 a.m. – 11 a.m.: Conservatory members release the first 300 butterflies into the Conservatory’s Pacific Island Water Garden, by reservation only. Exhibition opens to the public at 10 a.m. 
Butterfly carnival 

10 a.m. – 1 p.m.: Children of all ages participate in games and craft opportunities including the traditional ring toss, bean bag throw, and duck pond games and crafts like butterfly rings, sand art, and spin-art butterflies. Games and crafts require tickets, which can be purchased 4/$1. 
Story Time

Sunday, March 20, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Children listen to My, Oh My-- A Butterfly! with The Cat in the Hat costumed character.
Blooms & Butterflies Spring Acting Camp

April 18 – 22, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Children ages 4 – 16 join Mouth of Wolf Productions, Inc. theater staff to learn character development and stage movement as they create an original production to be performed for the public. Registration required by April 4. $180 members; $190 non-members. 
Saturday, April 23, 11 a.m.
Campers from the “Blooms & Butterflies Theatre” spring break camp will present the culmination of the week long acting camp with a public performance.

Adopt-a-Butterfly

Sunday, May 8, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Visitors release a tropical butterfly into the Pacific Island Water Garden for $5. Quantities limited, available on a first come basis.
Bring Back the Monarch Day!

Sunday, May 15, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

All ages learn how to grow milkweed, the host plant for monarch butterflies. Kids make milkweed mudballs that can be planted in their home garden.  

Butterfly Festival

Saturday, June 4, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Children enjoy the popular story, The Very Hungry Caterpillar,  while tasting the food featured in the story. Kids participate in an obstacle course and experience the first monarch butterfly release in the pollinator’s garden on the ScottsMiracle-Gro Community Garden Campus. 
Monarch Festival

Labor Day Weekend

11 a.m. – 2 p.m.: Visitors tag and release monarchs while learning about native butterflies on the ScottsMiracle-Gro Community Garden Campus. 
Exhibition Related Classes: 

Colored Pencil Workshop Intensive – Birds Nests and Butterflies

Saturday, April 2, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
$40 Members; $45 Non-members

4-week Watercolor Series – Bulbs and Spring Blooms

Saturdays, April 9, 16, 23, 30, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
$45 Members; $50 Non-members (4-class series)

Pollinator Garden Design
Saturday, May 21, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Gardeners learn how to create a pollinators garden, using flower shapes, fragrance and color to attract specific pollinators like butterflies, bees and birds. 
$15 Members; $20 Non-members

Preschool Zone! Butter- flies
Thursday, April 14, 11 a.m. -12 p.m.
Children ages 4 – 5 make butter from local Snowville cream and use the buttermilk to whip up whole grain pancakes with seasonal fruit. 
$15 Members; $20 Non-members (price includes one child and one adult)
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