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CHALLENGES AT A GLANCE: MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOLS

Fairchild Challenges
Maximum

Points

Maximum 

Number of 

Entries

Due at Franklin Park 

Conservatory

by 5:00 p.m.

1. Green Cuisine:

Healthy Snacks & 

Comfort Food

400

(400 points 

per entry)

1 Weds., October 18, 2017

**Cooking takes place on 

Weds., October 25, 2017**

2. Visual Arts: Petals 

& Pollinators

300

(100 points 

per entry)

3 

(1 per student/ 

group)

Weds., Dec. 5, 2017

3. Interview/Writing:

Green Treasures: A 

Living History

900

(300 points 

per entry)

3 

(1 per student/ 

group)

Weds., February 21, 2018

4. Research/Video:

Growing Beyond Earth

500

(500 points 

per entry)

1 Weds., March 28, 2018



“One touch of nature makes 

the whole world kin.”

William Shakespeare



Introduction

Franklin Park Conservatory and Botanical Gardens is a partner in the growing 

consortium offering a unique program launched in 2002 by The Fairchild 

Tropical Botanic Garden in Miami, Florida: The Fairchild Challenge. This free, 

multidisciplinary, standards-based, STE(A)M-focused environmental education 

program provides teachers with a valuable tool to deliver core curriculum, and 

gives students an opportunity to shine. By appealing to students’ innate sense 

of creativity and curiosity about the world around them, the Challenge invites 

learners to investigate environmental issues, devise imaginative and effective 

responses to these issues and to take action–at any level–to address them.

All central Ohio high schools and all central Ohio middle schools are invited to 

participate in the 2017-2018 Fairchild Challenge! Please contact us for more 

information and to arrange a meeting at your school. Share with your 

colleagues, administration and parents, and visit the Franklin Park 

Conservatory webpage about the Fairchild Challenge program for details, 

stories and images about this program:

http://www.fpconservatory.org/The-Experience/Outreach-Programs/The-

Fairchild-Challenge

Consider participating in any one or all of the challenges in this exciting 

program! Please call Dr. Mark Miller, Fairchild Challenge Coordinator, 

at 614.715.8030 or email (mmiller@fpconservatory.org) with any questions you 

may have, or to arrange a meeting at your school. We look forward to 

discussing the rich possibilities! Thank you.

tel:614.715.8030
mailto:mmiller@fpconservatory.org


Program Guidelines and Procedures

• Registration: Schools are required to submit contact information for the teachers who are interested in 

participating (ideally, at least three teachers from different disciplines).

• Challenge entry form: Each registered school (not individual student) must submit one completed entry form 

by the specified due date for each of the challenges in which they compete. The challenge entry form is at the 

end of this packet.

• Student work: All work submitted as Fairchild Challenge entries must be completed only by students. Each 

entry must be clearly marked with the student(s) and school names. Entries must follow the specified 

requirements in this packet, or they will be penalized and/or disqualified. Participants are expected to follow 

a strict honor code. All work must be original or from a referenced source. Plagiarism will result in 

disqualification of all work submitted by the student(s) involved for the entire program year, and all 

accumulated points will be nullified.

• Deadlines: Entries must be received by the published deadlines; due dates are strictly enforced and late 

entries will be penalized. Entries will be accepted in person or by mail unless otherwise noted. Entries may 

be dropped off at Franklin Park Conservatory’s entrance during regular hours (seven days a week, from 10am 

to 5pm, unless otherwise specified). Please label mailed entries “Attn: Dr. Mark Miller, Fairchild Challenge 

Coordinator.” We will gladly accept early-bird entries.

• Earning Points: Schools should encourage as many students as possible to attempt each of the diverse 

challenges. Each challenge has a maximum number of students’ entries that may be submitted to the 

Conservatory for judging; additional entries cannot be accepted. Schools should always try to submit the 

maximum number of entries allowed per challenge in order to earn as many points as possible.

• Evaluation Rubrics: Teachers are encouraged to review each challenge’s evaluation rubric prior to submitting 

student entries. Each challenge evaluation rubric is included in this packet. Bonus Points: Occasionally, 

challenges will present the opportunity to earn bonus points.

• Judges: Third-party independent judges use rubrics that reflect the evaluation criteria listed in the specific 

requirements for each challenge. All the results are final; completed judges’ rubrics are not shared although 

judges’ comments can be requested.

• Scores: Schools will receive their scores by e-mail following participation in challenges. We do not release 

other schools’ scores or school rankings during the program year. Overall results are announced at the awards 

celebration. School recognition: All schools that participate in The Fairchild Challenge are recognized at the 

awards celebration.

• Student Recognition: Participation certificates for each challenge will be sent to teachers for distribution to all 

participating students. Top-placing students will be recognized at the Awards Celebration.

• Global competition: Top entries from the Global Challenge will be submitted to a larger competition to 

compete with students internationally. Top submissions will be featured for online voting as part of the Global 

Challenge. To learn more about this initiative, visit www.fairchildchallenge.org/partners.

• Student materials: All entries not claimed by 5pm on May 25, 2018, will become property of Franklin Park 

Conservatory. Select entries may be used for Fairchild Challenge fundraising or other purposes. When 

submitting an entry, you must notify us in writing if you do not agree to these terms. The Conservatory 

is not responsible for any materials lost, stolen, or damaged.

• Schools consent to Franklin Park Conservatory’s unrestricted use of student work and participants’ 

likenesses, including photographs and audio/visual recordings made of participants and/or their entries, at the 

Conservatory or elsewhere. Student entries may be exhibited and/or published by the Conservatory. The 

Conservatory must be notified in writing of any exceptions or non-consent.

http://www.fairchildchallenge.org/partners













































