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FRANKLIN PARK CONSERVATORY TO REOPEN JUNE 13 
 
Columbus, OH—Franklin Park Conservatory and Botanical Gardens will reopen its operations to visitors 
on Saturday, June 13. 
 
“The word ‘essential’ has always been part of the Conservatory’s vision, which is a world that celebrates 
nature as essential to the human experience,” said Bruce Harkey, President and CEO of the 
Conservatory. “This rings true now more than ever, as we look to nature as a place of peace, hope, and 
self-care. We are looking forward to opening our doors again to share the awe-inspiring beauty of nature 
with the community and continue the healing process together.” 
 
The health and safety of staff and visitors remains a priority at the Conservatory. The Conservatory’s 
leadership team developed the following safety plan that guests can expect when visiting for the 
foreseeable future:  

● Social Distancing: A distance of six feet or more between visitor groups must be maintained at 
all times. Areas that require queuing will have floor decals to assist with distancing.  

● Face Coverings: For the protection of guests, volunteers and staff, the Conservatory strongly 
requests the use of face coverings while in the Conservatory’s buildings and on its grounds. The 
use of face coverings shows respect for others’ safety and protection during the COVID-19 
pandemic, as well as a level of protection. Exceptions will be made for those with medical 
conditions that prevent wearing a face covering and children under two years old.  

● Timed Ticketing: To minimize physical contact and encourage safe social distancing practices, 
the Conservatory will be limiting guest capacity. Visitors should purchase tickets on the 
Conservatory's website to reserve the date and time they would like to arrive.  

● Barriers: Plexiglass barriers have been installed at services areas where guests and staff 
interact.  

● Water Features: The water features of the Scotts Miracle-Gro Foundation Children’s Garden will 
be open with social distancing; visitor groups will need to keep at least six feet between each 
other.  

● Food Service: The Conservatory’s Food Truck will offer house-made, pre-packaged snacks and 
lunch items, as well as beverages, including beer and wine. The Conservatory’s Garden Café will 
not be open at this time. 

● Cleaning Protocols: The Conservatory’s staff will clean and sanitize the facility throughout 
operation hours and after close each night. 



 
● Proper Hygiene and Hand Sanitizing Stations: The Conservatory will encourage good hygiene 

through signage and make hand sanitizer stations available throughout its property. 
● Early Opening for Vulnerable Populations: The Conservatory is planning an early opening day 

to help protect higher-risk members of our community (those who are age 60 or older and 
persons with pre-existing medical conditions or compromised immune systems), details on time 
and day of the week will be announced soon. 

 
The reopening includes all of the Conservatory's interior biomes and outdoor gardens, filled with colorful 
summer horticulture displays and topiaries. Visitors will also be able to enjoy the annual Bonsai exhibition 
and the Conservatory’s entire collection of Dale Chihuly glass artwork. 
 
For more information and updates on the Conservatory, please visit fpconservatory.org or follow the 
Conservatory on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram. 
 

### 
 
Franklin Park Conservatory and Botanical Gardens offers world-class horticulture, art and nature-based exhibitions, 
and educational programs for all ages. Situated on 40 acres on the eastern side of Franklin Park, the Conservatory 
features the historic 1895 John F. Wolfe Palm House; 83,000 square feet of glasshouses; botanical gardens including 
the Scotts Miracle-Gro Foundation Children’s Garden; and meeting and event spaces. The Conservatory owns the 
largest collection of glass artwork by Dale Chihuly in a botanical garden and is home to internationally recognized 
light artist James Turrell’s Light Raiment II, which illuminates the John F. Wolfe Palm House every evening from dusk 
until dawn. 
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