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Welcome to July from Growing to Green!
It’s a hot summer, and things are heating up in the best way at Franklin Park Conservatory and

across our different programs for community gardens. This month, we’ve started Community

Garden Grant grantee garden visits, launching the Urban Garden Leadership Academy
(UGLA), and hosted impactful community volunteer days with more exciting opportunities

still to come.

We’re also thrilled to announce that nominations are now open for the 2025 Harvest
Awards, where we celebrate the heart and hands behind Central Ohio’s gardens.

As we continue to grow together, thank you for all you do to nurture your spaces and

communities.

Stay cool,

The Growing to Green Team

Looking Back

What You Might Have Missed!

REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE - JUNE COMMUNAL GARDEN
CLASS RECAP

JUNE'S COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERING WORKDAYS

In June, the Growing to Green team led volunteer workdays at two impactful

community spaces—Gahanna Daily Bread Produce Garden and South Central

Community Garden.

Volunteers joined us in tending these thriving gardens through tasks like

weeding, watering, planting, and harvesting—supporting spaces that grow

fresh produce and strengthen neighborhood connections.

Thank you to everyone who showed up with helping hands and generous

hearts. Your time and energy make a lasting impact!

CELEBRATING GROWTH: SITE VISITS TO OUR GRANT
RECIPIENT GARDENS

Over the past few weeks, the Growing to Green team has been hitting the road

to visit gardens that received Community Garden Grants. These visits have

been a joy and an inspiration—each garden tells a unique story of

transformation, resilience, and community care.

It’s been incredible to see how grant funds and products are being used to

build greener, more vibrant, and welcoming spaces. From raised beds

overflowing with fresh produce to pollinator patches buzzing with life, the

impact of this support is visible—and growing.

We’re honored to support these garden leaders and volunteers as they

cultivate spaces that nourish both people and the planet. Stay tuned for more

updates as we continue our tour of these thriving community gardens!

Current Projects

URBAN GARDEN LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

The Urban Garden Leadership Academy (UGLA) is a new initiative led by

Franklin Park Conservatory’s Growing to Green program in collaboration with

experienced community garden leaders and community partners. UGLA is

designed to empower, connect, and equip current and emerging leaders in

Central Ohio’s community gardening and urban agriculture space.

Participants will gain valuable leadership and organizational skills through

interactive workshops, hands-on learning, peer exchange, and mentorship.

The program covers critical topics like food systems and policy, garden

planning, advanced growing techniques, community outreach, storytelling and

visibility, budgeting, fundraising, and organizational management.

Duration: 12 weeks

Schedule: Weekly in-person sessions (Wednesdays, 6:00–8:00 PM)

Site Visit: 3–5 garden site visits

Location: Franklin Park Conservatory & partners locations.

Format: in-person interactive workshops with discussion, peer learning, and

project-based assignments.

UGLA applications are now open! Click the link below to learn more and

apply.

LEARN MORE AND APPLY

JULY'S COMMUNAL GARDEN CLASS - PRUNING &
HARVESTING

Learn the best practices for pruning and harvesting to keep your plants healthy

and productive! This class will cover proper pruning techniques for various

food producing plants to encourage growth and improve yields, as well as tips

for how to identify when fruits and vegetables are ready to pick, proper

harvesting techniques to avoid damaging plants, and tips for storing and

preserving your harvest for longer enjoyment.

REGISTER NOW

Looking Ahead

COMMUNITY GARDEN MIXER

Join us for a Community Garden Mixer on July 30 at the Wells Barn! Celebrate

the launch of the Urban Garden Leadership Academy (UGLA) and enjoy food

and refreshments while connecting with community partners and local

gardeners.

RSVP by clicking the link below!

RSVP HERE

AUGUST'S COMMUNAL GARDEN CLASS - ALL ABOUT ROOT VEGETABLES

Learn how to grow and harvest root vegetables as the season shifts to cooler weather! This

class will cover planting techniques for fall root crops like carrots, turnips, radishes, beets, and

potatoes. We’ll also dive into harvesting tips to get the most out of your crops, plus how to store

and preserve them for long-term enjoyment. Perfect for gardeners looking to maximize their fall

harvest with healthy, delicious root vegetables.

REGISTER NOW
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Community Corner

HARVEST AWARD APPLICATIONS AND NOMINATIONS ARE
NOW LIVE!

The Growing to Green Harvest Awards honors the dedication and hard work of

many Central Ohio communities and individuals within urban agriculture and

community gardens. Nominations and applications may be made by anyone.

The Growing to Green Harvest Awards are officially bestowed at the annual

Harvest Award Ceremony.

Harvest Award nominations are now open! The nomination period will run

through August 15.

The 2025 Harvest Award Ceremony will take place on Thursday, October
9 at the Wells Barn.

If you have any questions about the Growing to Green Harvest Awards

application/nomination process, email growingtogreen@fpconservatory.org

LEARN MORE AND APPLY HERE

Get Involved!

GROWING TO GREEN COMMUNITY VOLUNTERING🌱

Join us for community volunteering this month. We have three opportunities in

July to support and connect with our community gardens and garden leaders! 

SIGN UP HERE

FARMERS MARKET SEASON IS HERE!

Join us every Wednesday, June 4 – September 10, from 3:30–6:30 PM in

the Wells Barn Parking Lot for an afternoon full of fresh, local goodness!

Shop a vibrant mix of local produce, baked goods, handmade items, and
more. EBT accepted, with Produce Perks incentives available for qualifying

purchases.

Kids love Veggie Champs! Each week, young shoppers can enjoy a fun

activity and earn Veggie Bucks to spend at the market.

Markets happen rain or shine—but will be canceled for dangerous weather

(lightning, high winds, or extreme heat).

Free parking & no admission required. Come support local and enjoy the
season!.

GET INVOLVED

ARE YOU SUBSCRIBED TO THE GREEN PATCH?
Subscribe today to receive notes and information about what is going on in the garden!

SUBSCRIBE NOW 💚

    

MANAGE PREFERENCES  |  UNSUBSCRIBE  |  FORWARD  |  VIEW IN BROWSER 

Franklin Park Conservatory and Botanical Gardens 1777 E. Broad Street Columbus, OH 43203
614-715-8000  |  FPCONSERVATORY.ORG  |  info@fpconservatory.org

https://www.fpconservatory.org/
https://e.wordfly.com/view?sid=##subscriberMailingId##
https://www.fpconservatory.org/education-programs/outreach-programs/urban-garden-leadership-academy/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/education-programs/outreach-programs/urban-garden-leadership-academy/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/events/cg-pruning-harvesting/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/events/cg-pruning-harvesting/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xo22xOMTjE-ITPNj3IMURzEB5KGRJOROsH3VYrLUJyFUQ0NLRUozUUtZUkg1WEg1WkFVN1Q4WUNYRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xo22xOMTjE-ITPNj3IMURzEB5KGRJOROsH3VYrLUJyFUQ0NLRUozUUtZUkg1WEg1WkFVN1Q4WUNYRi4u
https://www.fpconservatory.org/events/cg-all-about-root-vegetables/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/events/cg-all-about-root-vegetables/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGIm4v9Sn8/cNo8_s9_j6m_RoHZ9SVNlQ/view?utm_content=DAGIm4v9Sn8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGIm4v9Sn8/cNo8_s9_j6m_RoHZ9SVNlQ/view?utm_content=DAGIm4v9Sn8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://www.fpconservatory.org/education-programs/outreach-programs/growing-to-green/awards/
mailto:growingtogreen@fpconservatory.org
https://www.fpconservatory.org/education-programs/outreach-programs/growing-to-green/awards/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/education-programs/outreach-programs/growing-to-green/community-volunteering/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/education-programs/outreach-programs/growing-to-green/community-volunteering/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/education-programs/outreach-programs/farmers-market/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/education-programs/outreach-programs/farmers-market/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGIm4v9Sn8/cNo8_s9_j6m_RoHZ9SVNlQ/view?utm_content=DAGIm4v9Sn8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://www.fpconservatory.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FPConservatory/
https://www.instagram.com/fpconservatory
https://www.pinterest.com/fpconservatory/
https://www.tiktok.com/@fp_conservatory
https://www.linkedin.com/company/franklin-park-conservatory/
https://pages.wordfly.com/franklinparkconservatory/pages/Preferences/?sid=##subscriberMailingId##
https://pages.wordfly.com/franklinparkconservatory/pages/Unsubscribe/?sid=##subscriberMailingId##
https://e.wordfly.com/forward?sid=##subscriberMailingId##
https://e.wordfly.com/view?sid=##subscriberMailingId##
https://www.fpconservatory.org/
mailto:info@fpconservatory.org?subject=Conservatory%20Leaflet%20Response

