
HOLIDAY MAGIC

IN BLOOM
Immerse yourself in holiday magic at Franklin Park 
Conservatory and Botanical Gardens! Enjoy festive 
exhibitions, vibrant plant displays and heartwarming  
programs that inspire joy.  
 
Inside this magazine, you’ll find a preview of the 
seasonal offerings, available through early January.   
Each section includes clickable links for more details,  
making it easy to plan your perfect holiday visit.  

HOLIDAY HOURS & CLOSURES		
The Conservatory is open every day during the holiday 
season except for Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day. 

From November 22, 2025, to January 4, 2026, General 
Admission will end at 4pm and the Conservatory will 
close to visitors. The Conservatory will re-open at 
5pm for Conservatory Aglow. 

TICKETING					   
The Conservatory recommends guests reserve tickets 
to guarantee availability of their preferred date and  
time  and for an efficient check-in. For Patron, Benefactor 
and Monarch Society members, no advance ticket 
reservations are required for Special Engagements.  

fpconservatory.org  | 

HOLIDAYS 2025
IN THIS ISSUE
Holiday Blooms
Conservatory Aglow
Glass Ornament Sale
Private Igloo Rentals
and more!

RESERVE TICKETS NOW

SEE ADDITIONAL CLOSURES

http://fpconservatory.org
https://www.facebook.com/FPConservatory
https://www.instagram.com/fpconservatory/
https://www.pinterest.com/fpconservatory/
https://www.tiktok.com/@fp_conservatory
https://cart.fpconservatory.org/events
https://www.fpconservatory.org/plan-a-visit/


 HOLIDAY 
BLOOMS 

NOVEMBER 22, 2025–JANUARY 4, 2026 

We’ve decked the Conservatory’s halls and they’re 
blooming with holiday spirit! Featuring hundreds of 
unique poinsettias, the poinsettia trees and more, 
visitors can spend the season amidst themed 
photo- ready holiday vignettes. Journey through a 
series of imaginative displays, each showcasing 
unique holiday color themes that offer a fresh and 
unforgettable take on seasonal beauty. 

ENTERTAINMENT ON SELECT DATES, 2PM

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
DECEMBER 13,14, 20 & 21 |  8AM–12PM

Katie’s pancakes will be on-site flipping pancakes 
for you to “catch” your breakfast! Enjoy all the 
pancakes and sausage you can eat, mandarin 
oranges, real orange juice, hot chocolate or coffee; 
and a visit with the big guy himself, Santa! 

Advance registration is required; these events will 
sell out. Member Pricing: $24 per adult (13+),  

$16 per child (3–12) and free for children 2 years or 
younger. Check our website for non-member pricing. 

THE COLUMBUS CHILDREN’S CHORUS | Nov 22 | 11am  
GRANVILLE HIGH SCHOOL CHAMBER SINGERS | Nov 23 | 2pm 
COLUMBUS CHORUS OF SWEET ADELINES | Nov 30 | 2pm 
BLUE KIDS ON THE BLOCK | December 6 | 2pm  
GRACE NOTES | December 7 | 2pm 
URBAN STRINGS | December 13 | 2pm

VIEW HOLIDAY BLOOMS

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

https://www.fpconservatory.org/exhibitions/holiday-blooms/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/events/breakfast-with-santa-13-14/


Included with admission, unless otherwise noted. 
Some activities require pre-registration in advance. 

GINGERBREAD HOUSE:  NOVEMBER 28 | 11AM–4PM
Enjoy a fall walk to the Wells Barn for some gingerbread 
fun! Create a mini house with graham crackers, icing 
and candy. ($9 per kit). Advance registration required. 

AFRICAN DRUMMERS:  DECEMBER 26 | 11AM & 2PM
Jason Bouchea, ethnomusicologist and associated 
faculty at The Ohio State University will be bringing 
a team of African drummers and dancers. Celebrate 
the first principal of Kwanzaa: Umoja (unity). 

OUT OF HAND ENTERTAINMENT: DEC 27 | 11AM & 2PM 
This international gold medalist juggler will thrill and 
captivate audiences of all ages with his one-man 
variety show of juggling, stunts, acrobatics and comedy. 

REALM OF THE REPTILES:  DECEMBER 28 | 11AM & 2PM 
This team of reptile educators share the captivating 
world of reptiles in this memorable experience. 
Get an up-close look at some reptile friends and 
learn more about what makes reptiles so great! 

OHIO FALCONRY SCHOOL: DECEMBER 29 | 11AM & 2PM
Learn about one of the most ancient sports, falconry 
and the amazing birds of prey used in this sport. 
Visitors will experience personal introductions with 
falcons, owls, hawks, and buzzards! 

SEDGIE THE HEDGIE: DECEMBER 30 | 11AM & 2PM 
Erica Carlson will encourage participants to seek out 
moments of delight with Sedgie the Hedgie, the live 
hedgehog, who will surely bring joy to all when he 
magically appears! 

NOON YEAR’S EVE: DEC 31 | 11AM–12PM & 12–1PM 
Countdown to 12….noon that is! Goodbye 2025, 
hello 2026!  Make a party hat, play some games and 
get ready to dance as we do a final countdown to  
noon with a one-of-a-kind bubble stomp.

HOLIDAY PROGRAMMING

VIEW FULL CALENDAR

https://www.fpconservatory.org/calendar/?event-categories=family-fun&interest=&age=&dates=future#filternav


NOV. 22, 2025–JAN. 4, 2026 | 5–9PM

EXTENDED TO 10PM FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS

Step into a holiday wonderland as the gardens and 
interior biomes come alive with dazzling lights and 
captivating experiences. Wander through mesmerizing 
light displays, gaze upon our new 75’ winter themed 
projection wall by OBLSK or play your way through 
our reimagined Candy Lane themed pathway.
 
Try your hand at curling on our new synthetic curling 
rinks or unwind in cozy festive igloos at the returning 
Ahlum & Arbor Arctic Terrace. 

Inside, the magic continues as lights and hanging 
displays adorn the Conservatory’s lush biome spaces.  

These exciting new features join returning favorites, 
including the iconic ornament trees, illuminated pole 
trees, the Through the Vines installation of the journey 
through the four seasons and the enchanting Paul 
Busse Garden Railway with its magical train display. 

VIEW EXHIBITION

MEMBER APPRECIATION 
NIGHTS

NOVEMBER 24–26 | 5–9PM

Members receive free admission to Conservatory 
Aglow November 24–26 and 50% off for 
the rest of the Special Engagement. Patron, 
Benefactor and Monarch Society members 
receive free admission for those named 
on the membership and allotted guests.  
Reservations are recommended as some 
nights may sell out.

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW!

https://www.fpconservatory.org/exhibitions/conservatory-aglow/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/member-holiday-party/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/calendar/


THE AMAZING GIANTS
STILT WALKERS | Nov 24, 25, 26
SNOWFLAKE ROLLER SKATERS | Nov 28, Dec 21,27,30
FIRE JUGGLING DUO  | Dec 12, 23 & Jan 3
MIRRORED DANCERS | Dec 22, 26, 29 & Jan 2

PROGRAMMING
Included with admission, unless otherwise noted. 
Some activities require pre-registration in advance 
at fpconservatory.org. VIEW FULL CALENDAR

THE GRINCH VISITS:  NOV 29 & DEC 13 | 6–8PM
Careful as you’re walking around enjoying Conservatory 
Aglow, you might spy a visit from this sticky-fingered 
green guy looking like Santa! Don’t worry, Cindy Lou 
Who will be there to make sure he doesn’t swipe any 
of our decorations! 

HANUKKAH CELEBRATION:  DEC 15 | 5–7:30PM
Open to all, this special Conservatory Aglow evening, 
presented in partnership with the Jewish Community 
Center, will celebrate Hanukkah “Festival of Lights.” 
Learn more about the traditions surrounding Hanukkah 
through kids’ crafts, activities and entertainment. 

MEET SANTA!:  DEC 19 & 20 | 6–9PM
Don’t miss Santa and his live reindeer! Visit with 
Santa and get an up-close look at his furry friends. 

MUSIC PERFORMANCES
ON SELECT DATES, 7PM

BRYDEN STRING QUARTET | Saturday, November 22
LADIES OF LONGFORD | Friday, December 5
COLUMBUS CELLO CHOIR | Saturday, December 6
MUSIC MEN & JEN | Sunday, December 7
TRISTA HILL & PHIL MANERI | Saturday, December 13
ARCH CITY BIG BAND | Wednesday, December 31, 6–9pm

VIEW MUSICAL PERFORMANCES

https://www.fpconservatory.org/calendar/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/calendar/?event-categories=musical-performance&interest=&age=&dates=future#filternav


FROM THE MINDS OF 
APPLIED IMAGINATION

TWO EXCITING EXHIBITIONS ON VIEW 
THROUGH JANUARY 4, 2026

Decorated with holiday lights, the garden railway is an 
enchanting destination in the daytime and evenings. 
Discover the details of the railway while nine G-scale 
model trains whirl across 1,000+ feet of track. 

Explore the lights, sights, and sounds of the seasons 
with a series of vine arches made of plant materials. 
Pass through the blooms of spring, the warmth of 
summer, the hues of fall and the beauty of winter. 
MADE POSSIBLE THANKS TO                          WITH ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FROM

ALSO ON VIEW
CHIHULY COLLECTION
The largest permanent collection in a botanical garden 
is on view daily. Eighteen installations of stunning 
glass art are displayed throughout the Conservatory.
VIEW THE CHIHULY COLLECTION

HOT SHOP & GLASSBLOWING
The Conservatory’s glassblowing studio hosts daily 
demonstrations in which artists transform molten 
glass into art. Studio classes and personal sessions 
are available on select dates. Advance registration 
is required! VIEW THE HOT SHOP

VIEW EXHIBITIONS

https://www.fpconservatory.org/discover/gardens-collections/chihuly-collection/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/discover/hot-shop/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/discover/exhibitions/


WAYS TO GIVE 
IN THIS

GIVING SEASON

SHARE THE WONDER 
NOW THROUGH NOVEMBER 30

Every day at the Conservatory, lives are touched by 
the simple yet powerful experience of connecting 
with nature. Help us share the wonder of nature this 
holiday season, by making an unrestricted gift. 
For every $50 you give, we’ll send you a limited-edition 
holiday card — a thoughtful gift to honor someone 
special, while celebrating the generosity of the season. 
CLICK HERE TO GIVE TODAY!

GIVE A YEAR OF MEMORIES 
WITH A CONSERVATORY MEMBERSHIP

Children and adults of all interests can enjoy the 
many benefits of membership, including a year of free 
General Admission, reduced Special Engagement 
Admission, discounts at Botanica and the Garden Café, 
invitations to special member events and more!

Memberships start at $51. To guarantee delivery 
by December 25, please make your membership 
purchase by December 14, 2025.
VIEW GIFT MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

GIVE IN A LOVED ONE’S HONOR 
WITH A TRIBUTE GIFT

Embrace the season of cherished memories and 
consider making a gift in honor or memory of your 
loved one. Tributes of any size are meaningful to 
you and to us, supporting our non-profit mission to 
connect people with nature and honoring the people 
most important to you!
MAKE A TRIBUTE GIFT TODAY 

https://donate2.app/fpcbg/sharethewonder
http://fpconservatory.org/membership
https://cart.fpconservatory.org/donate/i/tribute?promoApplied=true


COCKTAILS AT THE CONSERVATORY
MERRY MARTINI
DECEMBER 4  |  5:30–9:30PM

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED | 21+ ONLY
Experience the magic of the Conservatory Aglow in an 
exclusive 21+ setting, where you can explore the 
dazzling displays while indulging in a selection of 
martini samples from local distilleries. 

PARTY WITH A PURPOSE! 
Each ticket includes a $5 donation to support our 
mission to connect people to nature and create 
life-enhancing experiences. 

HOST YOUR
HOLIDAY PARTY

614.715.8100
EVENTSALES@FPCONSERVATORY.ORG

An unforgettable holiday party awaits at the Conservatory! 
Plan a special night out for your friends, family or 
coworkers by contacting our team. Premium dates and 
venues are available this holiday season.

PRIVATE IGLOO 
RENTAL EXPERIENCE

Make your visit to Conservatory Aglow truly magical 
with a private igloo experience in the Bonsai Courtyard. 
Nestled among dazzling light displays, your cozy, 
heated igloo offers a unique and festive setting for 
celebrating with friends and family. 

WHAT’S INCLUDED: 
• Private igloo rental for 3 hours (5:30pm-8:30pm) 
• Admission to Conservatory Aglow for 6 guests 
• Comfortable seating and festive ambiance with 
   a private bartender 

RESERVE TICKETS

RESERVE AN IGLOO TODAY!

https://www.fpconservatory.org/events/cocktails-at-the-conservatory-merry-martini/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/private-igloo-rental/


HOLIDAY GLASS ORNAMENT & GIFT SALE 
DECEMBER 5–7, 12–14, & 19–21

The Holiday Glass Ornament & Gift Sale returns! 
Shop for beautiful glass ornaments, holiday themed 
items, and unique gifts for your loved ones this holiday 
season while supporting local artists. All of the 
products for sale are hand-crafted in the Conservatory’s 
Hot Shop or by local artists.

The sale is free to attend during General Admission 
Special Engagement admission is required to shop 
during Conservatory Aglow.

MUSEUM STORE SUNDAY: NOVEMBER 30
10% off for non-members 20% off for members.

PLANT OF THE MONTH
20% off for members and 10% off for non-members.

NOVEMBER: Norfolk Pine       DECEMBER: Dracaena

TAKE A CLASS!
Take horticulture, arts and culinary classes taught 
by Conservatory educators & local experts.

FINE ARTS & CRAFTS 				  
Winter Light Watercolor  		  DECEMBER 2
Stained Glass Poinsettia  	 DECEMBER 6

GARDENING & ENVIRONMENTAL 			 
Wreath Workshop 		  DECEMBER 5
Plant Mounting Workshop  	 DECEMBER 17

CULINARY ARTS 			   		
Celebrating Jacques Pépin 	 DECEMBER 10
Indian Appetizers  		  DECEMBER 16 

VISIT BOTANICA

VIEW FULL CLASS SCHEDULE

CUSTOMIZED BLOWN 
GLASS ORNAMENTS
NOVEMBER 13–DECEMBER 18

Design your own unique glass ornament 
hand blown in the Conservatory Hot Shop.

ORDER NOW

https://www.fpconservatory.org/discover/botanica-gift-shop-greenhouse/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/education-programs/classes/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xo22xOMTjE-ITPNj3IMUR7I-kGt6-qJDqCJGkZUU3sBUNU1IMlJTN0wwUDBXMFBUSE5YVTZSUUtQQi4u


Winter
ICE FESTIVAL
JANUARY 14, 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 23, 24 & 25

SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT EVENINGS
 5–9PM  

The Winter Ice Festival is back in 2026, with more 
special engagement nights to enjoy a stroll through 
the chilly grounds and have some wintery fun!   

Cheer on your favorite ice carver during Fire & Ice, 
a high-energy carving showdown featuring the pros 
from Rock on Ice. Each night at 7pm, artists race the 
45-minute clock, and guests help choose the winner. 
Come early to watch warm-ups and stay after to 
meet the carvers.

Enjoy ice skating on the synthetic rink from 5 to 9pm. 
Bring your own skates or borrow a pair. Skating and 
rentals are free with admission.

When it’s time to warm up, explore the tropical biomes 
and admire the glowing Chihuly glass sculptures. 
Kids can enjoy winter crafts, games, and puzzles in 
the Grand Atrium.

LEARN MORE

RETURNING
JANUARY 2026

EARLY BIRD TICKETS 
ON SALE NOW!

GET TICKETS NOW

https://www.fpconservatory.org/exhibitions/winter-ice-festival/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/exhibitions/winter-ice-festival/


COMING UP IN 2026

ORCHIDS 
JANUARY 24–MARCH 15, 2026

Orchids exhibition returns in 2026 to bring stunning 
beauty to the Himalayan Mountain, Rainforest and 
Desert biomes. 

LANCE JOHNSON
JANUARY 17–APRIL 12, 2026 

From the Bronx to Columbus, Lance Johnson’s art is 
a vibrant collage of color, culture, and connection. 
His new exhibition in the Cardinal Health Gallery 
celebrates the stories, memories, and rhythms that 
inspire us all.
MADE POSSIBLE THANKS TO                          WITH ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FROM

 

FEBRUARY 21–JULY 5, 2026

The annual exhibition’s primary attraction is an 
assortment of butterflies flying freely inside the 
Pacific Island Water Garden biome.

BLOOMS & BUTTERFLIES


